Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / July 16

got to know that when we spend that money,
it’s going to go to save lives.

The other key component, interestingly
enough, in Africa that’s going to make a huge
difference is the faith-based community. The
faith-based community from all religions, all
walks of life, are interested in being a part
of this—solving this pandemic.

And the other issue is hunger. Our country
puts a billion a year up to help feed the hun-
gry. And we’re by far the most generous na-
tion in the world when it comes to that, and
I'm proud to report that. This isn’t a contest
of who’s the most generous. I'm just telling
you as an aside. [Laughter] We're generous.
We shouldn’t be bragging about it. But we
are. We're very generous.

However, one of the things it seems like
we've got to do is help Africa feed herself.
There is no reason in the world why the great
continent of Africa can’t be self-sustaining in
food, and not only self-sustaining; how about
being—the capacity to help others eat. And
it’s got a great potential.

So that’s the mission. The mission at home
is to help those who hurt and make the vast
potential of America available to every cit-
izen. The mission abroad is to use our good
heart and good conscience and not turn our
back away when we see suffering.

It has been a—it’s a huge honor to rep-
resent our country overseas. It is a—I am
a proud American. I'm proud of what we
stand for. 'm proud of our heritage. I under-
stand we’ve had tough times in our history.
But the thing about it is, we never get stuck
in history. We always move beyond. We're
always trying to improve. And we base it, our
history and our decisionmaking, our future,
on solid values. The first value is, we’re all
God’s children.

May God bless you. Thank you for your
time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Rev. Tony Evans, Oakcliff Baptist Church, Dal-
las, TX; Rev. Eugene F. Rivers I1I, Azusa Chris-
tian Community, Dorchester, MA; President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda; and Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria.
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Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Project BioShield Act of 2003

July 16, 2003

In my State of the Union Address, I out-
lined a major research and production effort
called Project BioShield to better protect the
American people against possible bioterrorist
attacks. I commend the House for passing
the “Project BioShield Act of 2003.” This leg-
islation will help spur the development and
availability of next generation counter-
measures against biological, chemical, nu-
clear, and radiological weapons. I urge the
Senate to act on this very important legisla-
tion.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 16, 2003

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
6 months beyond August 1, 2003, of the right
to bring action under title III of the Act is
necessary to the national interests of the
United States and will expedite a transition
to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.



